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Every day, without fanfare or special praise, U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers, Border Patrol agents, Air 

 and Marine interdiction agents and agriculture specialists serve and protect our nation. These brave law enforcement 

officers exemplify the core values of CBP—vigilance, service to country, and integrity—and the very best of America.

The U.S. Customs and Border Protection Valor Memorial honors the dedication and sacrifice of those who have lost their 

lives in the line of duty. These individuals are united in death, as in life, by the oath they swore to defend the Constitution 

of the United States and protect our nation against all enemies.

CBP’s proud history stretches back to the founding of our nation, where more than two centuries ago, our ancestors 

struggled against outside forces for the survival of our infant nation. They paid for our independence with their lives. 

Today’s CBP officers and agents carry on that fight, at great personal risk, to protect and preserve the democratic ideals 

that established this nation.

May all who visit this memorial—now and in generations to come—know that the individuals whose names are etched 

on its surface were men and women of extraordinary valor whose commitment to public service made a difference in the 

life of this nation. Please honor their memory by taking time to read their names, reflect on their courage, and remember 

their sacrifice.

They are comrades in arms and sentinels at the boundary to freedom. 
These men and women of U.S. Customs and Border Protection put 

national security above their own safety and survival.

Each year we have the solemn privilege of honoring those who have 
given their lives in the service of our country. May their acts of courage, 
patriotism, and selflessness in the face of danger serve as examples to 

future generations who protect our homeland and its citizens.

— Commissioner W. Ralph Basham, U.S. Customs and Border Protection
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Thomas S. Morris 1928

Thomas M. Murray 2001
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Ralph L. Anderson 1968
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Jefferson L. Barr 1996
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Those We Honor
Border Patrol Agent Ramon Nevarez, Jr. 1983–2007 and 
Border Patrol Agent David J. Tourscher 1982–2007
Agents Ramon Nevarez, Jr. and David J. Tourscher died in the 
line of duty as a result of injuries sustained in a single-car 
accident on March 13, 2007, near Cotton City, New Mexico. 
Both agents were assigned to the Lordsburg, New Mexico 
Border Patrol Station.

Agent Nevarez entered on duty as a Border Patrol agent 
on August 15, 2005, and was a graduate of Border Patrol  
Academy class #598. He is survived by his wife, mother,  
sister, and brother.

Agent Tourscher entered on duty as a Border Patrol agent on 
June 26, 2006, and graduated from the Border Patrol Academy 
with class #625. He is survived by his father and mother.

Air Interdiction Agent Clint B. Thrasher 1975–2007
Air Interdiction Agent Clint Brady Thrasher of the McAllen 
Air Unit in Rio Grande Valley Sector, McAllen, Texas was 
killed on April 25, 2007 when his Cessna 182 crashed while 
providing air support to Border Patrol agents conducting 
ground operations.

Agent Thrasher graduated with Class 342 of the Border Patrol 
Academy and began his federal career as a Border Patrol agent 
in Rio Grande City, Texas in 1997. He joined CBP Air and Marine in 2003 as a 
pilot and was stationed at the Caribbean Air Branch in Aguadilla, Puerto Rico. He 
transferred to McAllen in August of 2006. Agent Clint Thrasher is survived by his 
wife, two daughters, and his parents.

Senior Patrol Agent Richard Goldstein 1969–2007
Senior Patrol Agent Richard Goldstein, of the Indio, California 
Border Patrol Station was killed on May 11, 2007. It is suspected 
that he died while rescuing his canine partner, Carlo, from the 
Coachella Canal near Niland, California. Agent Goldstein was 
reported missing after his vehicle was found idling along the 
canal bank. His service K-9 was sitting by the vehicle and Agent 
Goldstein was found in the canal a short time later.

Richard Goldstein was a member of Class #503 of the Border Patrol Academy and 
began his career on March 25, 2002. Agent Goldstein is survived by his wife, two 
step-sons, and one granddaughter.
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Air Interdiction Agent Robert Smith 1960–2007
On May 22, 2007, Air Interdiction Agent Robert 
Smith died when the helicopter he was flying 
crashed in San Elizario, Texas. Agent Smith was 
assisting CBP Border Patrol agents in arresting 
three illegal immigrants.

Robert Smith began his career in 1991 with the 
U.S. Customs Service, and was serving at the 
El  Paso Air Branch. He is survived by his wife, two stepchildren, 
and his parents.

Border Patrol Agent Eric N. Cabral 1976–2007
Border Patrol Agent Eric Cabral of the Boulevard 
Border Patrol Station died on July 26, 2007. He 
suffered a cardiac arrest due to complications 
from a heat-related illness. Agent Cabral and his 
partner were tracking a group of illegal aliens 
near Jacumba, California when they separated. 
They lost radio contact and another agent found 
Agent Cabral unconscious. Although CPR was administered and 
emergency medical services were rendered, Agent Cabral died at the 
hospital in San Diego.

Eric Cabral entered on duty with the Border Patrol, on September 
29, 2005. He was a member of Class #601 of the Border Patrol 
Academy. Agent Cabral is survived by his parents and three sisters.

Air Interdiction Agent Julio E. Baray 1967–2007
On Monday, September 24, 2007, Air Interdiction 
Agent Julio E. Baray was killed and another Air 
Interdiction Agent was injured when their small 
plane, a Cessna 210, crashed 30 miles east of 
Albuquerque International Airport.

Agent Baray was taking pilot training, practicing 
take-offs and landings. Investigators are not 
sure what caused the plane to crash.

Julio Baray began his career in 1998 with U.S. Border Patrol class #388. 
At the time of the accident he was serving as an Air Interdiction agent 
trainee at the El Paso Air Branch. He is survived by his wife and their  
two children.


